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seemed to have made the question its own; and a distinguished
member of the Legislature uttered these bold and disinterested
words: " I am one of the greatest proprietors of St. Domingo;
but I declare to you, that were I to lose all I possess there, I
would make the sacrifice rather than disown the principles
which justice and humanity have consecrated; I declare for
both the admission into the administrative assemblies (of the
colony) of men of color, and the liberation of the blacks." This
famous declaration made by Lamoth produced an immense
effect; it astounded the great planters, and filled them with
distrust and hatred against the men of color. That adverse
feeling manifested itself in the execution, at the Cape, of the
mulatto Lacombe, whose only crime was the affixing of his sig-
nature to a petition, in which he claimed the rights of man.
The mulattoes of Petit Goitve had addressed to the electoral
assembly of the West of Hayti a petition in which they humbly
requested, not equality of rights, but merely some improve-
ments in their condition. Those who had put their names to
the entreaty were all apprehended, and the person who drew
it up, Fcrrand de Baudiere, though reputed a just and wise
man, and though he had been high in office, was, with only the
forms of-a trial, hurried into the hands of the executioner, in
spite of the efforts made to save him by the colonial govern-
ment. While these and other displays of hope on the one side,
and jealousy and fear on the other, were .taking place, a decree
of the French Legislature (8th of March, 1790) arrived in
the colony, which, founded on broad principles of justice, gave
the men of color the right to enter the colonial assemblies.
The Haytian representatives, just constituted under 'the orders
of Louis XVI., and assembled at Saint-Marc, with the title of
" General Assembly," before they proceeded to any other busi-
ness, formally declared that all the whites would die rather
than share political rights with "a bastard and degenerate
race." Moreover they proclaimed themselves the sole legal and
legitimate representatives of the colony, and'disallowed the au-
thority of the Governor-General, whose power emanated fromays Dr. Baird, must have produced a deep and
